Resolution to abolish the death penalty in North Carolina

March 8, 2011

 

Whereas, the Death Penalty is not a deterrent to murder and may, in fact, add to the violent nature of society and increase murder rates.

 

Whereas, the Death Penalty has been shown in numerous studies to be applied in arbitrary and capricious ways that increase the chances for racism and classism to be a factor in its use, making it chiefly the sentence for poor and/or black.

 

Whereas, when offered a range of sentence options, respondents in public opinion polls have consistently shown a preference for imprisonment rather than execution.

 

Whereas, the United States is the only industrialized country in the world still using the Death Penalty.

 

Whereas, the cost to prosecute a Death Penalty case in North Carolina has skyrocketed to a far greater cost than life imprisonment prosecutions in an imperfect attempt to eliminate the arbitrary and capricious use of this sentence and still we find that innocents have been convicted and sentenced. 

 

Whereas, “true justice” calls on the state to seek out preventative and cost-effective solutions to deter crime and lead the way towards restorative justice that heals.

 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Precinct 36 Democratic Committee of Durham County Democratic Party calls on all our state representatives to seek the abolition of the Death Penalty in North Carolina.

