
Resolution Urging Durham County’s State Legislative Delegation and Governor Perdue to Oppose and If Needed, Veto, Any Voter Photo Identification Legislation

Whereas, the new Republican majority in the North Carolina General Assembly will propose a law requiring registered and lawful voters to show current government issued photo identification every time they vote, and 

Whereas, according to Democracy North Carolina, it is estimated that at least 7% or 400,000 North Carolina registered voters do not possess valid and current government issued photo identification, and 

Whereas, the North Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles charges $10 to any North Carolina citizen to issue an identification card, and 

Whereas, such fees, as well as any expenses incurred in obtaining government issued identification, including time taken off from work, transportation to and from the DMV office represent a poll tax in the event that voting rights are restricted to persons who can produce such identification, and 

Whereas, the Supreme Court of the United States, in deciding the 1966 case, Harper v. Virginia Board of Elections, declared that the imposition of a poll tax violates the Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution, and 

Whereas, penalties for voter impersonation fraud, a Class I felony, and current voter registration identification standards, are already an effective deterrent to voter impersonation fraud, and 

Whereas, there is no evidence of widespread voter impersonation fraud in North Carolina, and according to the North Carolina State Board of Elections there were less than 30 such cases out of over 4.2 million voters cast in North Carolina during the 2008 General Election, and 

Whereas, the burden of this discriminatory law is expected to fall most heavily on those persons who are least likely to already have a government-issued photo ID (the elderly, the disabled, the poor and minorities), and 

Whereas, the cost of educating voters to the new law, training Boards of Elections administrators and poll workers, paying the cost for photo identification cards for indigent citizens as is required by the U.S. Supreme Court, as well as the cost of any lawsuits resulting from the law’s passage, will have to be added to our already strained state budget, and 

Whereas, passage of voter photo identification legislation, even with an option to show a voter registration card as an alternative method of identification, is still discriminatory, costly, and unnecessary given all the reasons mentioned, and 

Whereas, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 requires pre-clearance of any potential change to North Carolina election law and North Carolina election law experts believe any required voter photo identification legislation to be a potential violation of the Voting Rights Act’s non-discriminatory standards; therefore, be it

Resolved, that we, the members of the Durham County Democratic Precinct 8, do respectfully request that members of the North Carolina Legislature who represent Durham County actively resist the imposition of this burden on our county's citizens by voting against any bill making presentation of a photo ID a prerequisite for voting in any election in North Carolina, and also by encouraging their colleagues in the North Carolina Legislature to oppose any such bill; and, be it further 

Resolved, that we ask Governor Perdue to veto any legislation presented to her that makes presentation of photo identification a prerequisite for voting in any North Carolina election.


