
2011 Durham Precinct 8 Resolution to Reclaim

Democracy and Oppose Corporate Constitutional “Rights”

WHEREAS, the citizens of Durham hope to nurture and expand democracy in our nation and throughout the world; and 

WHEREAS, democracy means governance by the people, and only natural persons should be able to participate in the democratic process; and

WHEREAS, historically corporations were created as artificial entities, chartered by state governments to serve the public interest, cause no harm, and be subordinate to the sovereign people; and 

WHEREAS, although some corporations make important contributions to our society, they are required to put profit ahead of any other concern; they can exist simultaneously in many nations; and their legislative interests compete with those of people, human communities, and the natural environment; and 

WHEREAS, by judicial interpretations, corporations gained personhood status, free speech and other protections guaranteed by the Bill of Rights and the 14th Amendment, although the framers had no such intention; and 

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court’s five-to-four ruling on January 21, 2010 in Citizens United v. the Federal Election Commission disregarded years of precedent to grant corporations privileges never intended by the framers or the people; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court's five-to-four ruling on January 21, 2010 in Citizens United v. the Federal Election Commission rolled back remaining legal limits on corporate spending in the electoral process, allowing unlimited and undisclosed corporate spending to influence elections, candidate selection, and policy decisions; and 

WHEREAS, the decision in Citizens United v. the Federal Election Commission potentially unleashes  unprecedented torrents of corporate money into our political process, thereby drowning out the voices of “We the People” and threatening democracy; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that Precinct 36 of the Durham County Democratic Party calls for amending the United States and North Carolina Constitutions to declare that corporations are not entitled to the same protections or “rights” as natural persons, and to declare that the expenditure of corporate money is not a form of constitutionally protected speech; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we declare that: 1. Money is not speech; 2. Corporations are not natural persons and not entitled to constitutional rights; 3. Regulations passed by Congress or state legislatures to reclaim democracy by limiting political expenditures by any corporation, limited liability entity, or other corporate entity shall not be considered as an infringement of the First Amendment; and be it further

RESOLVED, that we request that our elected representatives introduce amendments to the United States and North Carolina constitutions that contain all of these principles, or introduce motions to include these principles in related constitutional amendments; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that Precinct 36 of the Democratic Party of Durham County calls on other communities and jurisdictions to join this action by passing similar Resolutions; and be it finally

RESOLVED, that we direct that this Resolution be posted on the county party website and sent to U.S. President Barack Obama, U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, Speaker of the House John Boehner, House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, Senate Judiciary Committee Chair Patrick Leahy, House Judiciary Committee ranking member John Conyers, our U.S. Senators Kay Hagan and Richard Burr and Congresspersons David Price and Brad Miller, our Honorable Governor Beverly Perdue, our State Legislative Delegation, the National League of Cities, and all local media outlets. 


